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New Medical Staff Members Medical Executive CommitteeNew Medical Staff Members

Snehal Doshi, M.D., Active Staff, Neonatology
1680 Antilley Road, #300, Abilene, TX 79606
Phone: 325-428-5590 Fax: 325-428-5595
NPI: 1720282387
James Kuo, M.D., Affiliate Staff, Pediatric Cardiology
901 Seventh Avenue, #310, Ft. Worth, TX 76104-2734
Phone: 682-885-2140 Fax: 682-885-7946

Medical Executive Committee

1. Best Practice for Obtaining Specimens for 
Blood Culture Evaluation – recommendations 
to nursing and lab that blood cultures be 
obtained peripherally by specially trained 
phlebotomists. 

2. Proposed amendments to Medical Staff 
B l A ti l III N i ti C ittNPI: 1760510929

Updated Contact Information

Greg Kroeger, M.D., new fax number 325-701-7808
Taylor Tidmore, M.D., no longer has a beeper and would 
prefer to be called via his cell phone.

Bylaws, Article III, Nominating Committee –
recommendation to elect the nominating 
committee six months prior to the time when 
officers are elected. The proposed 
amendments are posted on the website at 
http://www.ehendrick.org/medstaff/ then 
choose “Medical Staff Bylaws” on the upper 
left of the page.

3 Proposed amendments to Medical StaffChanges in Medical Staff Status

Randy Hamilton, DMD, resigned effective 02/17/12

New Allied Health Professionals
Marcella Bryan, CRNA (Stephen Lowry, M.D.)
Millie Goetz, Nurse Practitioner – (Udaya Swarna, M.D.)
Misty Harrison, Nurse Practitioner (Len Tadvick, M.D.)

3. Proposed amendments to Medical Staff 
policy, MS3-3, to eliminate sending material 
removed during routine disc surgery to 
pathology for gross examination. Specimens 
will be sent at the discretion of the surgeon. 
The proposed amendments are posted on the 
website as described in #2 above.

Apollo is simply a tool to assist you in caring for your patients. Like any “new” tool, you have to become 
familiar with it in order for it to be useful to you. 

To do list COMING SOON !
ePrescribe

Be sure to read the Apollo NEWS !
Each “tip of the day” has helpful information to assist you in managing the information in Apollo

Add the PHYSICIAN REFERENCE icon to your toolbar
This will give you access to HIN, Physician Calendar and Uptodate.com without leaving Apollo

Start using the PROBLEM LIST

ePrescribe
IPAD app 

Patient Portal

Please call Ruth Hutchins. She will be happy to meet with you to configure your VIEWS in Apollo. Contact her at ext. 2906. 
Her hours can be flexible!!!

The next step: hospitalists put their pens down and go fully CPOE as of 02/29/12, as we “leap” into CPOE!



CME Opportunities

Grand Rounds
Tuesday, 03/06/12

12 1 00

The Road to 
“Best Practice Guidelines”

Almost two years ago an internist stopped by my 12-1:00 p.m.
Tom Roberts Conference Center

“ICD-10: The Impact on Clinical Documentation”
Herbert Weinman, M.D., MBA, BCE HealthCare Advisors, 
Dallas, Pennsylvania

Grand Rounds
Wednesday, 03/21/12

12 – 1:00 p m

Almost two years ago an internist stopped by my 
office to talk about the care of patients with sepsis 
in our hospital. His thesis: we were late to the 
diagnosis and short on the proper care. He and a 
group of our doctors wrote a protocol for sepsis 
based on up to date guidelines. Two other groups 
of doctors reviewed the protocol. Now a year later 
it is in place, available house-wide, and in use. 
That process at our hospital is what I call “Best 12 1:00 p.m.

Shelton Building, Auxiliary B
“Infectious Disease Update:

Focus on Sepsis and Antimicrobial Coverage of 
Multi-Drug-Resistant Pathogens”

Elizabeth Race, MD, MPH, Infectious Diseases/HIV Medicine, 
Global Medic Force, Dallas, Texas

Tumor Board Case Conference

p p
Practice.” Not a checklist, not a recipe from a 
cookbook, not a menu; discerning competent 
physicians on our Medical Staff making care 
better. With your help we will continue this 
process into the future in other clinical areas as 
well.

Stephen Faehnle, M.D., FAAP
Friday , 03/16/12, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 

Shelton Building, Auxiliary B  

All physicians are invited.  If you have any cases that you would like to 
have  discussed, please call Sherry Anderson at 325-670-7380 or Dr. 
Balbastro at 325-670-6340.

Please RSVP to Sherry Anderson regarding Tumor Board.

Vice President, Medical Staff

***********************************************

Acid-Suppression Drugs

DRUG SHORTAGE UPDATE

The following acid suppression
Pediatrics 2012: 

Hands-on and Case-based Learning
April 20, 2012 (Friday – Sunday)

Cook Children's invites you to attend the second annual 
Pediatrics 2012: Hands-on and Case-based Learning 
Conference.

Our event coincides with the legendary Fort Worth Main Street 
A i i f i i i

The following acid suppression 
medications are currently allocated and on 
backorder: 

• Protonix IV – allocated and on 
backorder.

• Nexium IV – allocated and on 
backorder.

Arts Festival. For more information and registration:
https://secure.cookchildrens.org/Education/UserPortal/Course.a
spx?CourseID=281 Space is limited.

Sellers Health Sciences Library

The Lippincott Representative will be here March 7‐9 in the Tom Roberts Conference Center for our winter book fair. The Sellers 
Library will earn credit for new nursing and medical books.

• Pepcid IV – allocated and on backorder.

There is no time estimate to resolution.

New England Journal and JAMA full text are available to physicians on the physician access page.
If you need a search or articles from other journals the medical librarian is available Monday – Friday 7:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at 
325‐670‐2375 or by email jsnodgra@hendrickhealth.org.



DPS Needs Timely Submission of Physician 
Controlled Substance Renewals 

Documenting Continued Need for home 
Oxygen and CPAP Therapy equipment 
Prescribed to Medicare Patients

C S

As of Feb. 17, the Texas Department of Public 
Safety reported that approximately 3,800 renewals 
set to expire at the end of February have not been 
submitted to the Controlled Substances Registration 
Program. Texas physicians are required to obtain a 
controlled substance registration from DPS on an 
annual rolling basis. Controlled substance 

Medicare has ramped up audits and documentation 
requirements for patients receiving CPAP and oxygen in the 
home. Many of the audits are pre payment audits, meaning 
the DME company must submit the required 
documentation from your medical record prior to receiving 
payment. 

Prior to prescribing a Sleep Study for a Medicare
registration renewals are sent 90 days from the 
expiration date. A substantial number of January 
registration renewals were delayed because the 
paperwork was returned at the last minute or after 
the expiration date. DPS expects to encounter late 
submissions for February renewals as well.

According to the DPS, renewal in the program is 
i if i b d ifi i

Prior to prescribing a Sleep Study for a Medicare 
beneficiary the treating physician must document an 
assessment for OSA within the medical record. When a 
patient is diagnosed with OSA and following delivery of a 
CPAP, physicians must review the compliance documents 
received from the DME company, documenting a minimum 
of  4 hours use per night at least 70% of the time during a 
consecutive 30 days,  visit their patient face to face between 
the 31st and 90th day of therapy, document relief of 

contingent on verifying current board certifications, 
which could delay the renewal process. Late or 
incomplete renewals also delay the recertification 
process.

To ensure that registrations are renewed in a timely 
manner, physicians should follow these guidelines 
for a smooth renewal process: 
(1) Request a lost renewal form from DPS by

y py,
symptoms and continued use of the CPAP is the “plan” for 
the patient. CMS requires that all of the documentation be 
present within the physician medical record, available to the 
DME company and that the DME company hold all billing 
until the face to face with the physician occurs. Without the 
required documentation and compliance Medicare will not 
continue to cover the CPAP device for your patient.

(1) Request a lost renewal form from DPS by 
calling 512/424-7293 or via their Contact Us 
form.  

(2) View registration update status daily on the DPS 
website. DPS registration status is updated 
each night.  

(3) Ensure that applications have been signed. 
(4) Check appropriate boxes. 
(5) Send accompanying fee.

For oxygen used in the home, Medicare requires that the 
prescribing physician conduct a face to face visit with the 
patient within 90 days of the renewal, normally between the 
beginning of the 10th month of home oxygen therapy and 
the end of the 12th month. During the face to face visit the 
physician must document within the patient’s medical 
record the continued need for oxygen and that the patient 
continues to use the oxygen as prescribed. Medicare has 
recommended treating oxygen as you do the medications (5) Send accompanying fee.

(6) Attach accompanying modification form if 
necessary.

If using an overnight delivery service, the renewal 
also should be sent directly by facsimile to the 
Controlled Substance Registration Program at 512-
424-5799.  (From  The Texas Health Care 
Advocate.)

recommended treating oxygen as you do the medications 
that you prescribe, noting the continued prescription and 
liter flow with each patient visit.

Continued audits with Medicare will be the norm, 
working together we can all ensure compliance and 
coverage for the equipment that you prescribe for Medicare 
beneficiaries.

Pam McElrath, Director
Hendrick Medical Supply
325‐670‐6988


